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-The MAiUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the conespondmce address-- 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



. MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUf^G DATE 

\ 



C(6)1^^0f*nHS 



Extefisiofte of time may IDO avrailab^ 
frCKTi the mailing dale of this confimunkx^ ^ 

- If the peck)df(X reply specified above is less than thirty 

- rfWperk)d for reply is specified above, such period sh^^^ 

- f=aflure to reply within the set or extended period fw 

- Any reply received by the Office ialer than three rnonths a^^ 
term acSustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

^*^Lponsivetocomn,unication(s)filedon 9-2S-C>^ ^ A v^cl-\ becV> <^^A 

□ This action is HNAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is cipsed in 
accordance with the practice under Df parte Qtiayfe, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G, 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

^Claim(s) 



Of the above daim(s)- 

□ Ctatm(s)-^ 

;fi^pClaim(s) 

n Claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) '. 



Appilcation Papers 

□ The proposed drawing comection, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



te/ane pending in the application. 

. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

■ is/ara allowed. 

. is/are rejected. 

. is/are objected to. 

. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by tiie Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oatti or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U^C. § 1 1 9 (aH<0 

□ Adoiowledgement is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd). 
□ AHD Some*D Noneof tiie: 

. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been receded. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage appfication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17^a)) 
♦Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



lii infbmiation Dtsdosuna Statement(s), PTa-1449, Paper No(s) ]^ 

« Notice of ReferBnce(s) Cited, FTO-892 

Q Notice of Draflsperson^ Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO^I 3 

□ liptice of Infomnai Patent Application, PTQ-)62 

□ Ottier 
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Art Unit: 1774 

1 . Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 USC 112 (first paragraph) as being based upon a non- 
enabling disclosure. 

In view of applicants' response to the last Office action, the examiner has modified his 
position to the extent that the disclosure is enabling to the extent that "a phenol-based compound 
with long chains in the alkyl group" is employed as the color developer. 

2. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the "Yokota 
article". 

The Yokota article teaches reversible heat-sensitive paper which employs phenol-based 
compounds with long chains in the alkyl group. Applicants' heating steps constitute the obvious 
methods of using the reversible paper disclosed in the Yokota article. Since the Yokota paper 
employs the same materials recited in applicants' claims, it is inherent that the Yokota paper 
fiinctions in the manner claimed by applicants. 

3. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the patent of 
Maruyama et al. 

Maruyama et al. teach applying heat to reversible recording material which employs 
color formers and color developers, wherein the color developers can comprise phenol-based 
compounds with long chains in the alkyl group. Since the Maruyama et al. recording material 
employs the same components as applicants' claimed recording material, it is inherent that it 
fiinctions in the manner claimed by applicants. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bruce Hess whose telephone number is (703) 308-2402. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9 Am to 5 PM, 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on (703) 308-0449. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-71 15 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-71 15 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



B. Hess/mn 
November 20, 2002 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



